
This project teaches children about the animals that live around the world, 
how to look after animals and the importance of caring for our local and 
global environments. 

 
Knowledge and understanding of the world 

Our new topic, Off on a Safari, the children will explore the natural world around them, 
making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. They will develop 
scientific knowledge through play activities, sharing stories and non-fiction books and 
discussion. The children will be introduced to the word 'habitat’ - the natural home for 
plants and animals. Local habitats include woodlands, gardens, and ponds. Other 
habitats include hot places such as deserts, and cold places such as the Arctic. 
 
English  
 Communication and language: 

•  Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling 

stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 

vocabulary. 

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions 

about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. 

Speaking: In small groups, class and 1:1 discussions the children will express their 
ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses as well as making use of conjunctions with modelling and 
describe events using some detail.  
 
Writing: This half term we will be focusing on extending our writing to produce 
words and sentences. The children will apply their knowledge of phonics and basic 
punctuation into their written work. They will be reminded to use capital letters, 
finger spaces and full stops. Correct formation of the letters and sitting their writing 
on the line will also be a priority. 

Reading: This half term we will be exploring more reading comprehensions and 
learning how to retrieve information from a simple text. There will be opportunities 
for children to read and access a range of texts poetry, fiction and non-fiction relating 
to their topic as well as participate in daily story time. The children will demonstrate 
an understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and newly introduced vocabulary. 

Key texts- The Tiger Who Came to Tea Big cats, We’re Going on a Lion Hunt, Giraffes 
can’t dance, We’re all going on safari, Safari animals, Jane 
Goodall    Gorillas    Rumble in the jungle and  Night monkey, day monkey     

 

 

Phonics: Daily phonics sessions are delivered through the Read, Write, Inc 
programme. This half term we will be revising and consolidating reading and 
writing sets 1 and 2 Read Write Inc sounds and applying them in independent 
writing. Our phonics sessions also include daily practice of the red ‘tricky’ words.  

Set 1 m,a,s,d,t,I,n,p,g,o,c,k,u,b,f,e,l,h,sh,r,j,v,y,w,th,z,ch,qu,x,ng,nk. 
Set 2 ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo, ar, or, air, ir, ou, oy  

 
Maths 
The children will build upon prior knowledge and develop a deeper understanding 
of number and number patterns. They will learn to… 
Subitise beyond 5 and count beyond 20 
Demonstrate an understanding of the composition of numbers 9 &10. 
Explore odd and even numbers 
Halve and share within 10 
Solve problems involving addition and subtraction and money 
Describe properties of 3D shapes 
Narrate the pattern of the week using names of days, weekend, today, tomorrow, 
yesterday. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

• Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately 

even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions 

involving several ideas or actions.   

• Can the children listen to each other? 

• Do they cooperate and take turns? 

• Do they share the resources? 

RE 
In RE, the children will be learning about different festivals in many faiths such as 
Buddhism – Wesak, Judaism – Shavout,  Islam - Dhu Al-Hijja  and in Christianity 
listening to bible stories.  

 
PE 
PE continues to be a priority in school and children will regularly participate in ‘active 
bursts’, and Blast  Our PE day will continue to be a Monday. Children are required 
to wear a full PE kit on that day. No jewellery permitted.  

 
Home Learning 
Spelling: This term, spellings will be set every Friday and will be based on our 
current phonics learning revision. These will be in homework books. The children 
will be tested on them the following Thursday. 
 
Reading: Reading books are to be brought into school every day. Books will be 
changed when needed. Children should read at least four times a week for ten 
minutes at home. This should be recorded in the reading record. Children will 
continue to bring home a library book every week to enjoy together.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

     Off on Safari 

 

 

Useful websites to help support your child’s learning 
at home: 
 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 
 
Primary resources, homework help and online 
games - BBC Bitesize 
 
Topmarks: teaching resources, interactive 
resources, worksheets, homework, exam and 
revision help 
 
We kindly ask for a weekly donation of £1 which will 
help buy extra snacks, ingredients for baking and to 
buy food for tasting experiences. You can pay this 
weekly or for the half term.  
 
All children are to bring a water bottle to school, 
clearly labelled. 
 
We hope you enjoy this topic as much as we do! 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mrs Willington  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary#england
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